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Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 



FOURTH AMENDMENT 



This letter follows a request for continued examination of the referenced application filed 
3 May 2004. An advisory action v^as issued by the Office on 22 March 2004 and a telephone 
interview was conducted with Examiners Healy and Petkovsek on 21 April 2004. The request 
for continued examination was accompanied by a request for limited suspension of action 
pursuant to 37 CFR § 1.103(c). Applicants have waived any additional time remaining during 
such period of limited suspension and request that this matter be taken up by the examiner upon 
receipt of this amendment and the accompanying declaration. 

Amendments to the claims begin on page 2. 

Remarks/arguments discussing the amendments and responding to the Office action 
begin on page 7. 
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Sir: 

The imdersigned hereby certifies that the attached 

1 . Amendment (10 pages); 

2. Declaration of Robert A. Metzger, Ph.D. Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.132 (3 pages); 

3. Waiver of Limited Suspension of Action Requested Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.103(c) (1 
page); 

4. Fee Transmittal (1 page) (small entity) (in duplicate); 

5. Certificate of Mailing by "Express Mail" (37 CFR 1.10); and 

6. Return postcard, 

all relating to the above-referenced application were deposited with the United States Postal 
Service on 17 June 2004 as "Express Mail," using an Express Mail label having the number 
noted at the top of this page and addressed to the Commissioner for Patents at the above address. 
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